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During the Fall 2016 semester, as a part of the UCDC program, I pursued three personal 

and professional goals: developing my likes and dislikes regarding work at the federal and 

national levels; finishing a project from start to finish outside of a college context; and practicing 

a good work-life balance.  

 

Through the UCDC program, I now know that I have the ability to work at the federal 

and national-level. Through my internship experience at the White House Initiative on Asian 

Americans and Pacific Islanders (WHIAAPI), housed in the Obama Administration’s 

Department of Education, I wrote policy briefs at the national level detailing the Obama 

Administration’s accomplishments and presenting recommendations to the next Administration 

regarding support for Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) vulnerable workers, AAPI-

owned businesses, and AAPI veterans and military personnel.  

 

As a result of my internship, I recognize the important of institutional and long-term 

change through public policy, but also the importance of humanizing this work through direct 

contact with community members. For example, I experienced democratic engagement in the 

way that staff at WHIAAPI, as an agency to support AAPI access to federal programs, engaged 

with community members through roundtables, listening sessions, and programming open to the 

public.  

 

Second, I was able to facilitate my own project from start to finish outside of a college 

context. I created a collaborative plan within my department to increase accessibility of archives 

for future federal agency support for AAPIs. This involved facilitating five team members 

working on the process of archiving materials, periodically checking in to assess progress with 

deadlines in mind. 

 

Third, and perhaps most importantly, I was able to practice work-life balance to prioritize 

my academics and to focus on my personal well-being. With the support I received from CCDE, 

I was able make time to read for class and reflect on my personal and professional experiences in 

Washington, which included attending the new Smithsonian African American History and 

Culture Museum and following events that took place at the White House. 

 

Moving forward, I am proud to be a CCDE Fellow. Being a part of the UCDC experience 

gave me time to reflect on where I would like to focus my career. Now I trust myself, and my 

abilities, much more than before because I was able to succeed in Washington. As a result, just 

as the CCDE has supported me, I will remember to lift and help others as I climb—wherever I 

choose to go in my career and life. 


